JAMES C, GOODALE, ESQ.
The Man Who Saved Sky Rink
By Edward Z. Epsiein

Whether one’s passion s sce hockey, figere skating. o
both, neither love of sport, competitive real nor islend can
compensate for the lck of an addwional vial clement: slap
shois and split pimps requare a rink.

In the late minsteen-seventies, the Tuure appeared bleak for
Sky Rink, Manhatian'™s ondy vear-round, Olvmpic-sized indoor
ice surface. Located on the 16th floor of a skyscraper @ 450
West 33nd Street, financisl woes threstensd o shutier the vene
permanenily, when o benefactor appearcd; Jomes Goodale

What imspined a renowned attorsey 10 come o the rescuc?
"Hesa VETY imeresting fella.” observes his fricnd Palmer Baker,
who's known Goodale unce they mel voars apo al the law firm
of Lord. Day and Lord

Bom in 1933 in Cambridge. Mass., 3 city noted for it's
histonical, literary end educational contributions to the country,
James Gioodale gravitated wward the ficld of law through his
{ascination with the subjects of history, politics and joumalicm
“1 was micrested in those things from the time [ was ien years
old,” he recalls. He undersiceod that the education reguired for a
career as @ lawyer “wiuld be a very pood thang to have, o ther
whatever you did, from sctually being 2 lswyer o ronning
DCWSPIper company - or @n iee rink - would serve you well”

During eollege days st Yabe (he reocived his BA in 1955
and eomed his law degree from the University of Checagol,
Goodale was “a big jock. 1 was on the haschall and hockey
tcams.” He loved w play hockey. and competed regubarly m
post-college hockey beagees. In laler wears, he was a youth
hockey conch and organizer (“No,” he responds with a lseany
laugh, “T don’t play hockey any more!™)

The young man's burpeoning law caneer oomcded wath 8
tarbulem time in American histony. As the siatics and seventics
evolved into a time of political and social upheaval i the LIS,
an explosive begal issue arose with ramifications affecting every
citizen: whether mewspapers had the nght o0 publish the
Pentagon Papers.

Palmer Baker recalls that a semior partner at Lord, Doy and
Lord “couldn’t represent The New York Times in this case. and
Jimi Goodale took comtrol. He was a leading authority on the
First Amendment. and Jim was omne of those who feli the papers
should be published.™

Gownibale cventunlly becaume Yice Chadnmen of The Timics,
where he alw served as its General Counsel As General
Counsel, he rcmwﬂt-:‘d the mew spaper im the: historic Pentagon
Papers case and led the Tines's legal team \'l'..'l'.q:wy-

Meanwhile Goodsle was o family man, father of three
children (Tim, Ashley and Clayion). His wile, Tomi, a Smith
College graduate, wis o worian with civic, social and businews
interests { o leading development consultant, che's also, via her
company, T.K. Goodale Associaies. & highly successful fund
raiser)

“And she was 3 skating Mom,” relates her hisband, Their
damghaer Ashley wan i figure skater (she cveniually paseed five
USFSA wash In the lsiz nimcteen-seventies the mine-year-
odd was a member of the Jumor Clab of the Skating Club of

Wowrk, “amd Tomi and | both took mms at Ashley's five-

., «m scssons 3t Sky Rink. Toni ook more turns than |
did” pocalls Goodale with a smuile. "Wihale she dedn't know
aevibeng dbowt figare shating ot the start, both she and | became
enormows fars. Wi were really mio ™

The Skatng Cheb of Mew York had bailt Sky Rink in the
carly sevemtics after it's former home, the famous Teetand rink
m e odd Madson Squene Garden buslding on Erghih Avenuc
and Sinh Sirect, hod soccumbed 1o the wrecking ball

Aroumd 1979, Sky Rink was on the brink of hnb:upl:_lr.
James Goodale, @ Palmer Baker's urging. ok a special
imterest. “The fact that my doughter was a skaier was part of it
Amother part was that I'm a big fan of skating in general, My
imterest in Sky Runk however, really focused on figure skating
becaene hrstorscally e rink. and it predecessor nink dFceland ),
wan the rink of chammpions - Dick Button, Carol Heiss, Dosothy
Hamill, Flame Favak, Ira anid Dungjea

=1 wamitesd to keep the rinik alve, b0 carmy on thail traditon, And
I beefacvend & fudl-sare mcboow ok shoubd be avalable for che people
of Manhazsn Here was the world’s greatest city. and it wouldn'
e bl 3 wecar-poaend renk! That woudd have been jusd awiul,™

Goodale bocame savion of the rink. coming m as a trusiee
for the moscholders, putting together 3 mew board, converting
S5ky Rink inio a tax-cxcmpt organizaton and, m the words of
Palmer Baker, “presaded over keeping the nnk alive for the
balance of the lexse”

1 dbd it 25 3 public-spirited thing.” reflects Goodale. ~1 ran
the mnk for the benefit of the people of the city of New York. I
Wi ey conslrnbetion io the: ity

It v no cany k. 1 was @l the New York Times when 1
became volved, and 51 the New York Times vou can’t go on
other boads unless they re pewtral. pro bono boards thar don't



have amy conilict of imerests { a firm trics to do good
things for the city, and we call those things pro bosao) ™

Sky Rek meit the requirement. Goodale sabsequestly
archestizated & major career move of his own, He left The
Times in 1980 and joined the lnw firm of Debevoise and
Plimpton, where be launched a hugely sucoessful modia
practice {clients today inclade CRS, NBC, The Nes: York
Times. Mewsday, &l the cablevision companies),

1 broweghn the rink into the law firm. Wi rsn the nnk
ol of Debevolse and Plimpion, where it cost us gbout %1
million in lowyers” time, It was & gres contnbution by the
law firm 1o the city of New York. We ran it as a peo bono
clicnt. But it went on forever and ever! There ane not many
law firms that have run a rink. 1"l il you tha®™

Goodake nememhers, “There was 3 orisis & day”

In the ninctics, when Sky Rink's leasc on the 33rd
Streer bocation was about o run oul, “the fiming was
perfect for Chelsca Piers.” eaplains Palmer Baker The
nod-for-profit corporation Goodale had created was
comveried imto the Sky Rink Youth Scholarship Fund, with
Goodale a8 chasrman. His invelvemenl remsins sctive o
the prosent day.

“Jim i know ledpeable and cursous shout cveryihing.”
nules Baker, Long acknowlodged as one of the coumtry s
mast powerful attomeys, Goodale not only specializes in
the ficld of Commusnications Law, Libel and $lander Law,
and Corporate Law, tut among other sccomplishments,
he’s wwthor of over |20 amicles on the Fird Amendment.
and two books, The Mew Yord Times v, The United States
and AT Abowt Cable, He's 3 Media Law Reporier, lectuser,
sdjunct Professor of Law w1 New York Usiversity Law
School and Fordham Law School. Hie is host/co-producer
of The Felecowmmuentcations and Informanion Revedution, 8
weekly cable tebevision program.

“T've always loved skating, newspapers, the media.
I"'ve had good bresks - landieg near the top uf The New
York Times Company - and xlso it was o pond hreak 1o
own Sky Rink...” He pauses thoughifully, “That” he adds
“was fough”

Skaters grstefully scknowledge Jim Goodele for his
successful ¢ffons o sustmn Sky Rink. Legendary figure
deating champion Sonja Henie once commented on the
particular difficuliies facing ice enthusiasts: “Fred Astaine
can dance on any floor, Judy Garlsnd can ang m sy
oo, but a skater needs 2 well-oquipped rink ™

Thanks to Jim Gaxdale, New Yorkers have emjoved
that loxery for almosi iwo decades.

Edward ¥ Epsiein’s lmess book s BORN TO
SEATE: The MICHELLFE KWAN Story (Ballantine], A
shating devowee since childhouod, Epstein s a former
Middle- Atlantic States Novice champon.

To Jim and Moi,

Thanks for always
being there for us
and giving us a
place to grow.
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